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October 25,1972

From the Editor

I will use this space to point up two items.
First: We continue in this issue of the Visitor what we
began in the last issue — an emphasis on evangelism. The
editorial space has been used for a brief statement by our
Director of Evangelism, Bishop H. A. Ginder. Hugo
Jantz, from his vantage point in Canada looks at the
North American church and writes an article "A Missing
Dimension in Evangelism." The "Pulpit and Pew Page"
is given over to an article by Palmer Becker "Six
Questions for Congregations that Care." And Harry
Nigh tells us what caring is all about.
Second: Next month — November — is "Evangelical
Visitor Month." This is the time for renewals and for the
giving of gifts. Most of you who read this are presently
subscribing. We hope you renew! Is there not a friend,
relative, family member, neighbor, doctor's office, or
library where a gift subscription could go? Would not one
or several of these be worthy of a $3.00 gift?
These are exciting days in the life of the church-atlarge and the Brethren in Christ in particular. The Visitor
tries to report on the major trends and events. Missions,
youth, home, our colleges, devotional, and prophetic
subjects all provide a balanced diet for the reader. And
now there are "Letters to the Editors" to make the paper
a two way street and to add to the excitement.
You will not want to miss an issue! Your pastor will
have renewal and gift information.

Messiah Homecoming
Campus Center Dedication
Messiah College Alumni Homecoming events for
1972, scheduled for Saturday, November 4, will include
the dedication of the new Jacob F. Eisenhower Campus
Center.
The Messiah College Choral Society will provide
music for the dedication service, and recognition of
donors will be given. Mrs. Mamie Doud Eisenhower will
unveil the medallion. Dr. Milton E. Eisenhower will give
a tribute to Jacob F. Eisenhower, his grandfather and a
former Brethren in Christ minister, in whose honor the
building is named.
Other events of the day will include the Second Annual
Christian College Invitational Soccer Tournament Finals
in the morning. After an outdoor lunch, guests will attend
the dedication of the Covered Bridge recently constructed
on the campus.
The bridge links Cumberland and York counties,
spanning the Minnemingo. It was donated to the college
by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Stoner. After the invocation by
Rev. John Zercher, the history of the bridge will be
reviewed by President D. Ray Hostetter.
Following the parade of student floats at 2:00 p.m., the
Campus Center dedication will be held at 3:00 p.m.
At 4:00 p.m. the Messiah College Women's Auxiliary
will meet, while the Campus Center and academic
buildings will be open to guests. At the same time,
students and alumni will meet for the Super Bowl touchfootball game on the athletic field.
The Alumni Banquet will feature the presentation of
the past-president award and music by the Choral
Society.
The Alumni Gala in the evening will feature alumni
concert artists John Eaken, Loine Bert, and Richard
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Is —
Crist in Evangelism
Brubaker Auditorium,
a major facility in the
Campus Center named for Dr. H. G. Brubaker.
Professor Earl Miller will direct a chorus of former male
chorus members in "The Song of the Conqueror."
On Sunday morning alumni will join the Grantham
congregation in the worship service. Dr. Robert Ives,
pastor, will give the morning sermon.
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The Plumb Line
John E. Zercher

n^HE Holy Spirit is no longer the unknown person of
•*• the Trinity. His work and gifts are newsworthy and
are the subject of conversation when the life of the church
is discussed.
This new awareness of the Spirit is cause for rejoicing.
Too long the Spirit has been the prisoner of history and
theology. He was relegated to the so-called fanatical
fringe of the church. This has changed. But this change
— this new awareness of the Spirit — calls for discernment as well as rejoicing. Not everyone who says "Lord,
Lord," is for real nor is every spirit the Holy Spirit.
This tension between joy and concern is a real one. On
the one hand we are called upon to try the spirits. We are
warned of wolves in sheep's clothing. On the other hand
we fear that critical spirit which ends up attributing
demoniac sources to God's actions and are thereby in
danger of committing the sin against the Holy Spirit.
What is the ultimate test of a work attributed to the
Spirit? What are the essential qualities and
characteristics in a life which is Spirit-filled? What are
the authentic marks of the holy life?
There is the ever present danger that the human can
become so mixed up with the Divine that it is difficult to
distinguish. It is possible that the peripheral
characteristics of a movement become the central, and
the real and central issues are lost. It is possible for the
great terms and concepts associated with holiness to
become shibboleths — passwords to acceptance in the
fellowship — but which have no real meaning in experience. So, it becomes necessary that our concept of
holiness and the movements attributed to the Holy Spirit
be subjected to an ultimate plumbline.
That ultimate standard — that plumbline — is the
person, the teaching, the work, and the example of
Christ. Whether it be a mass movement or a personal
experience a simple but demanding question needs to be
asked: "Does it ring true to the teaching and example of
Christ?"
Of Christ it was said that the Spirit was given without
measure unto Him (John 3:34). It would seem appropriate then to assume that we would find in His life a
valid expression of the Spirit-filled life and of the Spirit's
working. If a movement denies Christ either in doctrine
or in life we can assume that that movement is not of the
Spirit of God (I John 4). To the extent that any
movement or any profession of Christian life deviates
from the teachings and example of Christ to that extent
something other than the Spirit of God is present.
More directly, Jesus clearly expected His disciples to
obey His teachings. The great commission calls on the
church to teach the newly baptized to observe all things
Christ taught. Time and time again it was obedience to
His words that was the crucial test. The writer to the
Hebrews saw in Jesus God's final and ultimate word. The
heavenly voice at the Mount of Transfiguration said,
"This is my beloved son, hear Him." He had spoken to
be heard. He was heard to be obeyed.
He who had received the Spirit without measure and
who by His own words expected His followers to observe
His teachings becomes the ultimate test and the
The article is an adaptation of a message given at the Memorial
Holiness Camp during the recent campmeeting.
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plumbline. Let's look at the teaching and ministry of
Jesus and lift out four characteristics of His life against
which to measure our own and that of the Christian
community — His relation to God, to himself, to others,
and to the world.
Complete Yieldedness
A characteristic — one could almost say the
characteristic — of His life was one of conformity to the
will of God. In John 6:38 Christ states that He came
". . . not to do my own will, but the will of Him who
sent me." This commitment can be traced without a
break from the early experience in the temple at age
twelve, through the wilderness encounter and throughout
His ministry.
It is seen supremely in the garden. Here His
yieldedness and obedience to God met its supreme test.
In all the mystery and drama and pathos of that garden
scene one thing is crystal clear: He who had come to do
His father's will would do it if it meant the cross.
It is this kind of denial and obedience which Jesus
expects of His disciples. "If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
me." The indecisive came under His judgment. "No
man having put his hand to the plough and looking back
is fit for the kingdom of God."
To those who know the classical terms of holiness —
"death to self," "crucifixion," and "yieldedness" — this
should not sound strange. But the question is: Is the
reality as familiar as the terminology?
What Jesus taught and what these terms seek to reflect
is that the crucial area of the human personality as far as
the Christian faith is concerned is the will — that area
where self holds rule. Christian faith touches the
emotions. It calls for the consent of the mind and the
response of the body. But it is in the will — the citadel of
man's soul—where the crucial decision is made. If God
does not have the will He really does not have the man. If
a man's will is not yielded he is not yet there.
It is against this plumbline that traditional holiness
and the contemporary movements of the Spirit need to be
tested. It is possible that morality and piety and
emotionalism can become substitutes for that decision
which says," 'Let the dead bury their dead,' place the
cross upon my back that all may know that from this
moment on I am a follower of Jesus Christ. I have made
an irrevocable trust. I have passed the point of no return.
I am Christ's and He is mine not only in the assembly of
worship but in the market place and in the home."
Genuineness
One of the interesting aspects of Jesus' life was the
friends He had. He was described by His enemies as a
"friend of publicans and sinners." A more crude appraisal was that He was "a gluttonous man and a winebibber."
Whatever may be the accuracy of the remarks of His
critics, it is obvious that His principal opponents were the
"holiness" people of His day — the Pharisees. It is
equally obvious that the people who heard him gladly,
whose sick He healed, and in whose homes He ate were
the common people — the unchurched.

to page 4
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Why did the Pharisees find Him so objectionable and
the sinners find Him so acceptable? This is more than an
academic question. I just suspect that if we had been
living in Jesus' time we would either have been Pharisees
or would have considered them very good religious
people. There is another reason why this question is more
than academic. How many holiness people are known
(and criticized) for their friendship with sinners? Our
guiding text is "avoid the very appearance of evil." When
we are with those who are not Christian we are more of a
wet blanket than a welcome guest. Both they and we are
uncomfortable.
Let me suggest one quality which Jesus possessed
which was such an affront to the Pharisees but which
went a long way in making Him acceptable to the
common people. Jesus was genuine. He was honest. He
was transparent clear through. He was good to the core.
Where the Pharisees were pious frauds, Jesus was for
real.
This is the real life of holiness. This is the kind of life
that validates the Spirit's work. The Sermon on the
Mount calls for genuineness. Not merely our deeds but
our thoughts and our motives are crucial. Hatred, lust,
and resentment are as real in the Divine courtroom as
murder and the immoral act itself. Jesus said that the
idle (unpremeditated) word would in the judgment be
evidence of what a man really is.
There is within classical holiness terminology the
phrase "purity of heart." How we need the plumbline
here! Our hearts are deceitful. It is so easy to rationalize.
It is tempting to think that if our behaviour is proper our
thoughts do not matter. But what came under Christ's
judgment in the gospels must come under His blood in
our lives.
This calls for honesty. This honesty results in credibility. This permits those who are known as holiness people
to also be known as the "friends of sinners."
Unilateral Love
Christ's relation to others was marked by love —
unilateral love. A love that loves regardless of response.
This was to be the distinguishing characteristic of His
church. This was the motivating drive in His Jife.
Love is such an elusive word and is surrounded by
much sentiment and even misunderstanding. So we not
only need the plumbline to remind us of Christ's
expectation but also to make us aware of the nature of
this love which Christ said would be the mark of
discipleship.
His love was practical — He was moved with compassion. He ministered to people at their point of need. His
love knew no racial, social, or national boundaries. He
taught and practiced love for enemies. He called on
Christians to love their neighbor (one in need) as
themselves. He expects His disciples to love each other as
He has loved them. This He suggested would be a crucial
element in evangelism.
Somewhere I read the term "perfect love" used in
connection with holy living. This term too needs to be
subject to the plumbline of Christ's teaching and example. The test of our love for God is the love we have for
our brother.
We have been concerned about discernment. The
validity of a movement needs to be subjected to the
plumbline of Christian love and may be judged by the
Christ-like quality of love in that community which
claims to have been formed by the Spirit. This plumbline
4 .

is just as valid and just as necessary in the case of an
established group as it is in a new one. It is just as valid
for the individual as the group.
Love and Love Not
Christ's attitude towards the world was one of involvement without commitment. He put it succinctly when He
describes the Christian's relation to the world as being in
it but not of it.
The world has always been a problem for the church. A
serious concern for holiness has usually resulted in a
withdrawal from the world. Culture and art have been
suspect; beauty and color have been a temptation.
Again it is to the life and teaching of Christ that we
must turn to learn what it means to be in the world but
not of it. His example distinguishes between the world
that God loves and the world we are told not to love.
It is in the world where the Christian witness is given
and where healing and hope and faith is offered. It is to
the world Christ was sent. It is to the world the church
must go. Christian commitment which withdraws from
the world must come under the judgment of Christ's
own example and teaching — "As the Father has sent me
so send I you." So we have the call to get the church into
the world.
There is the other call which is to get the world out of
the church. It is this love for the world that Christ
condemned — the values and the priorities which are
counter to those of the kingdom. He warned against
judging life on the basis of accumulation of possessions.
He contrasted His kingdom's concept of greatness with
the world's concept. Service was contrasted with position. He said that the meek and the poor in spirit and
those who mourn are blessed. Wealth is a peril to
godliness. Dying for a cause rather than killing another
no matter how worthy the cause is the Christian way.
In the shadow of the cross Jesus deals with the natural
desire for prominence and position when He takes a
basin, girds Himself, and washes His disciples' feet.
Following this example of service and humility Jesus
said, "If I then your Lord and Teacher have washed your
feet you ought to wash one another's feet, for I have
given you an example, that you also should do as I have
done to you."
The world as we all know is really quite respectable! It
is good salaries, security in retirement, position, and
looking out for one's rights. It has to do with recognition
for work done and honor when honor seems due. This is
the spirit of the world and not the Spirit of God. And it
was about this love of the world that Jesus spoke so often
and so directly.
We need a plumbline here. The world is so attractive
and so much with us. It is so easy to seek honor rather
than to give service. It is such a temptation to take the
way of the sword rather than the way of the cross; so easy
to save our lives rather than lose them.
Let's drop the plumbline. Let's subject discipleship to
Christ's teaching on worldliness. Let's subject our understanding of holiness to it. Modern evangelicalism and
current movements of the Spirit cannot escape. It is all
very clear. "If a man loves the world the love of the
Father is not in him." One cannot serve God and
mammon.
We have dropped the plumbline four times in an effort
to test the soundness of a movement or the validity of a
profession. It is a sobering experience. To the extent that
a movement or a group or an individual fails to measure
up to this plumbline, to that extent it is less than Christian and to that extent another spirit is at work. And to
that extent, repentance is the order of the day.
Evangelical Visitor

CARING
Harry Nigh
f^ ARING is avoiding words like "wet," "rain," and
^ "water" when talking to brethren from Pennsylvania.
Caring is knowing that the Rolling Stones is not a
landslide area in the Rocky Mountain range and Black
Sabbath does not denote a power failure during a Sunday
service.
Caring is a short man with a limp whose life and verse
have stirred our conscience. Praise God for Norman
Wingert.
Caring is refusing to tag a brother in Christ as left or
right, conservative or liberal.
Caring is a 45 year-old church member who involves
himself in the Jesus movement, doing what he can to give
teaching and stability to young converts.
Caring is shutting our mouths and opening our hearts,
and our eyes, and our ears. Our churches ring with the
sound of good preaching and testifying, but in the street,
in the world we are silent.
In a society that pre-packages everything from chicken
noodle soup to nuclear energy, it's inevitable that we try
to pre-package care. On the greeting card shelves in our
drug or stationery stores we can select any number of
splendid and inexpensive expressions of "care." One can
even be choosy about the precise tone of this expression,
from the prim and proper to the gushing and gooey.
But I've become convinced that caring, if it is Christian, may be gooey on the edges but is tough as nails at
the core. As tough as the nails that claimed Jesus' hands
and as tough as the wood that splintered his back.
It forces us to deny ourselves so that others can be
nourished.
It penetrates the brick walls of alienation and the
rebuffs of those who don't want to be cared for.
It makes people humble, even humiliate themselves.
I don't think that I care for people in this way but I've
seen people who have cared for me. This past year God
has allowed me to be part of a ministry to kids on the
streets of Fort Erie. One 18 year-old girl who was known
as the "Speed Queen" because of her captivity to
shooting methamphetamines into her veins, became one
of those kids who experienced the beautifully transforming reality of Jesus in her life. After ten months
with Him she glows with new life and with His love.
About a month ago I was going through a period of
frustration that had robbed me of my peace with God.
After one of our prayer meetings this girl came up to me
and falteringly said, "Harry, I love you in the Lord. I
used to come to you when you were having hassles. Why
can't you tell me what's bothering you?"
I turned away from her, ashamed that my need showed
so clearly to a discerning girl, and when I turned back she
continued to stand, embarrassed, in front of me, crying
now. A ten month-old Christian wept for me because I
had lost my peace with our Master. I soon found it again.
Before our brotherhood can care for our society we
must recapture the warm spirit of caring that weeps when
a member of the Body of Christ has grown cold or
confused in his love for Jesus.
A final epigram: caring is getting up early enough
tomorrow to attend feet-washing services.
This brief "hymn" on caring was presented as part of the Board for
Christian Education's program at General Conference.
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A Missing Dimension
in
American Evangelism
Hugo W. Jantz
"Key 73 carries the vision of every unchurched family
in North America being visited by someone who comes
with loving concern to share his faith in Christ." So says
Paul Benjamin in the introduction to the Key 73
Congregational Resource Book, which outlines in six
phases the evangelistic effort that is being projected for
1973 by more than one hundred religious groups and
organizations in the United States and Canada.
Certainly there could be no more noble and necessary
effort in this last third of the twentieth century. Carl F.
H. Henry says: "What American evangelicals do with
Key 73 as a door of witness and service may seal the
present-day fortunes of the evangelical movement more
than we recognize."
But after studying the literature about Key 73 and
looking carefully at its program and methodology, I
come away with a deep concern. It is this.
We are attempting to mount a great effort "for Christ
and souls" while failing to recognize to the point of
appropriate action that the image of the typical
American evangelical is so tarnished that it does not and
cannot reflect the Christ we speak about.
The mission dimension in North American evangelism
is a Christian integrity that shines out beyond the word of
proclamation, illuminating that word with meaning and
gilding it with credibility.
The early church and the early Anabaptists possessed
such integrity. The early Christians created "a sense of
awe everywhere" (Acts 2:43); "they enjoyed the favor of
the whole people" (Acts 2:47) and "none of the rest dared
join them, but the people held them in high honor" (Acts
5:13). Only transparent integrity accomplishes that.
So utter was their abandonment to Christ and the
acceptance of His Lordship that the early Christians, as
also the early Anabaptists, were found to be completely
opposed to the spirit of the world in its sin and
selfishness, but just as completely responsive to the entire
spectrum of real human need.
The first brought them bitter persecution; the second
the soaring, though often grudging respect of their
fellow-citizens.
Until the church in United States and Canada begins
to "enjoy" such an image, the call to Christ will more
often than not be a call to confusion.
In North America today the basic philosophical
response to what we now are societally and culturally is:
"We took the wrong road and now we have reached the
end of it. We are bankrupt."
The evangelical response to this is both curious and
tragic. While the unbeliever acknowledges philosophically that we have reached a dead end on a wrong road, the
to page 6
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evangelical, with part of his hope pinned on the eternal,
cries out: "America can be saved! Let us call America to
repentance!" But it turns out upon closer scrutiny that
some of the things to be saved are material abundance
within a free enterprise economy, democracy within
conservative political forms, and external freedom
secured by American superiority and military might.
That is the error of Constantine in the fourth century,
of Luther and his princes in the sixteenth century and of
Zwingli and the Zurich City Council at about the same
time. It is the idea that the worldly authorities owe the
church and all its faithful a legal and territorial place
where Christians can stand in and for the faith.
The church in apostolic days and the sixteenth century
Anabaptists did not insist on space for free movement in
the world, yet they always found it, though often it was
only just big enough to die and be buried in. They did not
insist on protection of life and property and did not look
upon their loss as a handicap in running through the land
with Christ's answer to man's query. They joyfully and
genuinely razed the walls that divided men into classes,
occupational guilds, races, and nationalities. Such was
their sense of calling and destiny under the banner of the
resurrected Christ that they easily transcended the
stubborn man-made territorial and national divisions
that played such an important part in the ministry and
loyalties of the followers of Luther, Calvin, Zwingli and
others. Says Hershberger in "The Recovery of the
Anabaptist Vision": "Thus these early missionaries
demonstrated through their life and by their death that
they believed the church to be a voluntary association of
committed pilgrims, without racial or territorial boundaries, pilgrims on their way to join that great company
which no man can number, of every tongue and nation,
gathered around the throne of God." We in North
America have a long way to go to achieve that.
Nowhere did the integrity of the early church and the
early Anabaptists shine through more convincingly than
in their uninhibited ministry to the whole man. They did
not divide their ministry to their fellowmen into spiritual,
social and physical needs.
Evangelism is not evangelism until it demonstrates a
practical recognition of the needs of the whole man.
With Jesus it was always an encounter with the total
man in his total need. He did not really make distinctions
except in terms of cause and effect. He did not divide
them into the important and the irrelevant. Thus He
made water into wine, the blind to see, the crashing waves
into mirror-like calm, the few loaves and fishes into
enough food for thousands, and men like Nicodemus and
Levi into ardent disciples. But it was all a part of the
same thrust — to meet real needs in the lives of real
people.
Carl F. H. Henry tells of a Christian leader in
Colombia, Jose D. Fajardo, who describes much of what
passes for Christian love as that which "approaches
mankind with the banana of kindness in one hand and the
halter of conversion in the other." Jesus said: "I give you
a new commandment: love one another, as I have loved
you, so you are to love one another. If there is this love
among you, then all will know that you are my disciples"
(John 13:34, 35). This love refers to love that finds a way
of responding to any need of any person in a manner
that's genuine to the point of emitting actual tangible
facts about Christ, not only about His power to transform the human personality, but about His warm
compassion for every and in every personality need. That

extends all the way from the cup of cold water to the
Four Spiritual Laws. There from proceeds integrity and
thereby a platform is built from which effective evangelism can take place.
The missing dimension of integrity in North American
evangelism is related, it is further important to point out,
to our massive tendency in North America to depend
psychologically upon efficient programming, industryoriented bigness, and mass media presentations. Without
a doubt all are immensely important in planning for and
carrying out evangelism in our time, but our chronic
tendency to build or buy vehicles of man's design and
then to implore God to fuel them up and make them go,
and all at enormous financial cost, often leads to mired
down programs or programs that trundled efficiently
along the prescribed course with only briefly visible and
little lasting effect.
The early church and the early Anabaptists had no
organized mission or service program, yet under the
leading of the Spirit and in an attitude of close-knit
brotherhood they fanned out along the streams of
significant human movement. Their giant advantage over
us was their spiritual and cultural ability to resist the
world's seductive power while being right in the world
and fully exposed to its need and to its query.
Integrity demands that I become all things to all men.
It means that my commitment to man — whenever and
wherever I meet him — is conceived of as being as deep
and inescapable as my commitment to Christ.
Whether it be in the church, on radio or television,
through books, pamphlets or the Four Spiritual Laws, we
are always in danger of placing between ourselves and the
other that inanimate something across which the spark of
genuine human relationship that becomes the motive
power of human love and caring cannot jump.
Bigness is viable only when it describes nothing so
much as our love — love that cannot exclude any person
and is incapable of disrespect or indignity. It is significant
that the early leaders of the Anabaptist movement,
though almost exclusively university-trained and
belonging to the elite of the land and city, quickly got
their message through to all levels of society — and that
in an age that was much more class-conscious than our
own. For example, Campus Crusade for Christ, though it
has done more than any other movement in recent times
to inspire and train Christians to communicate their
faith, has run into a problem in this area. So often it is a
charming stewardess on the huge jet, or the high-powered
executive in the plush office, or the all-American quarterback who prays to receive Christ after being conducted
through the Four Spiritual Laws. What about the worker
on a crowded bus or the distraught ghetto dweller?
I know personally a very effective Christian. His job
demands that he have direct contact with people ranging
from prison inmates to high government officials. His
response to people is such that they find it very easy to
make the transition from him to Christ. He is always
building a solid platform from which to speak about
Christ.
Someone has said that Jesus, when He spoke
(proclaimed) was merely explaining something He had
already demonstrated. That is what Peter did at
Pentecost. Our use of program and the media will be
effective only when that use is basically an explanation of
the demonstration of love that took place wherever
Christians met their fellowmen in life's encounter.
That's the key to Key 73.
Evangelical Visitor

Sheen Warns Priests:
"Preach Christ Crucified"

Religious News
Evangelical Group
Asks Support For McGovern

An ad hoc group calling itself "Evangelicals
for McGovern" has been mailing letters urging
evangelical Christians to support George
McGovern's candidacy for President of the
United States.
"By contributing a significant amount, we
evangelicals can both gain a vote and also
declare publicly that orthodox theology does not
necessarily mean a politics unconcerned about
poverty, minorities, and inflated military
budgets," wrote Ronald J. Sider, secretary of
the group and professor at Messiah College, a
Brethren in Christ college in Grantham. Pennsylvania.
Chairman of the group is Walden Howard,
editor of Faith at Work magazine, Columbia,
Maryland. Others listed on the group's board of
reference include Cornelius J. Dyck, professor
at Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana; Paul Leatherman, director of North
American voluntary service for Mennonite Central C o m m i t t e e , Akron, Pennsylvania;
evangelist Tom Skinner; and Gilbert James,
professor at Asbury Theological Seminary,
Wilmore, Kentucky.
"Electing Sen. McGovern won't bring in the
kingdom. Our Lord will do that when he
returns. But electing McGovern does offer the
hope of taking some small significant steps
toward greater justice in national and international society," the letter said.

U.S. Anthropologist Rejects
"Miracles" In Indonesia
Those "miracles" in Indonesia in which people reportedly were "raised from the dead" and
others "walked on water" never happened,
according to a Minneapolis anthropologist who
went there to investigate.
But "thousands" of people have experienced
healings and whole villages of pagans have
become Christians as a result of a spiritual
revival that began on Timor Island in 1966,
according to Dr. Pearl K. Englund.
Reports of resurrections, water turned into
wine and other "miracles" were brought to
Minneapolis when Mel Tari, an evangelist from
Indonesia, addressed the First International
Lutheran Conference on the Holy Spirit in
August.
Mr. Tari also described the so-called miracles
in a book, Like A Mighty Wind.
Dr. Englund, a Lutheran and a teacher at
Mankato State College, said it was the book
that prompted her to go to Indonesia "to see if I
could verify it." She said she went as "an
anthropologist, a committed Christian, and a
supporter of missions."
As a result of Mr. Tari's book, people from
all over the world have flocked to his home town
of Soe on Timor island to find out what
happened, Dr. Englund said.
The native pastor of the church where the
revival began had refused to discuss Mr. Tari's
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claims with others, but he "opened up like a
book" to Dr. Englund because he wanted to "set
the record straight," she said.
During her five weeks of investigation, Dr.
Englund said, she checked out the reports of the
reported resurrections and found they "just
weren't so."
The pastor of the church in Soe told her the
revival had little of "speaking in tongues"
because, he said, "our people just wouldn't
accept it." He said the pastor told her that Mr.
Tari "has embarrassed us and hurt us."

Mel Tari's Book Moves
To First Among Cloth Books,
Lindsey Tops Paperbacks

Like a Mighty Wind, a book on the Indonesian revival by national evangelist M«l Tari
published by Creation House, moved from
second place to first place in September
clothbound book sales, followed by Revell's
book by Corrie Ten Boom, The Hiding Place,
according to National Religious Bestsellers.
In paperback sales, Hal Lindsey's The Late
Great Planet Earth, published by Zondervan,
kept its number one position, followed by Prison
to Praise, by Merlin R. Carothers, a Logos
book.

Canadian Bible Society
Cites Record Distribution
The Canadian Bible Society distributed a
record 2,223,017 copies of the Scriptures in
Canada during 1971, according to the society's
annual report. This was an increase of 11 per
cent over the 1970 figure.
The 1971 total included 92,129 complete
Bibles, 290,018 New Testaments and 1,840,870
excerpts from the Bible.

"Reformation" of Today's Church
Cited to Religious Publicists
"The Reformation of the 16th Century is
going to be kindergarten stuff compared to
what's happening in the Christian church
today," according to the Rev. Edward W.
Bauman, pastor of Foundry United Methodist
church in Washington, D.C.
Addressing the 25th anniversary banquet of
the Washington Chapter, Religious Public
Relations Council, at Wesley Theological
Seminary, Dr. Bauman said he is especially
"encouraged" by what he has been seeing taking
place in local churches.
"The local church is the most viable center of
God's action today," said the minister, host of
the "Bauman Bible Telecasts" on several television stations. "There's a feeling of hope abroad
today in the churches."
He attributed the evidence of revitalization to
the "blowing" of the Holy Spirit, which he said
has produced a spirit of joy, hope and excitement in the lives of those who have been
affected."

"People are not listening to us because we are
often preaching sociological drivel instead of
Christ crucified," the nation's most popular
Roman Catholic priest declared. "We have a
cross-less Christ and a Christ-less cross."
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, retired Bishop of
Rochester, N. Y., and noted television preacher,
leveled the indictment at some 685 participants
— mostly priests — during the National
Congress of the Word of God held in
Washington D. C.
He said preaching of Christ's love requires the
discipline of rehearsal: "personal prayer and
Bible study."

36 Million Alchololics
By 1988 Seen
If the present rate of consumption of alcholic
beverages continues, more than 36,000,000
Americans will suffer from alcoholism and
related diseases by 1988.
Mrs. Herman Stanley, promotion secretary
of the National Women's Christian Temperance Union, made the prediction at the organization's 98th annual convention in the Deauville Hotel in Miami Beach.
The U.S. Treasury Department says 381,000,000 gallons of liquor were consumed in
1971, an increase of II million gallons over
1970.

Chinese Christian Sees "Dynamic,
Witnessing Church" In Red China
A month-long tour of Red China by an
evangelical Christian convinced the traveler that
the mainland has a "dynamic, witnessing,
worshipping church."
David Wang, Hong Kong Director of Asian
Outreach, says young Chinese communists have
"a distinct longing for truth and reality."
"In a major southern city a group of
teenagers are meeting regularly for prayer," he
wrote in Asian Report. "How can they do this in
a controlled Marxist society? The answer is that
the government is so sure of itself that whenever
young people gather in groups they assume they
are discussing Communist ideology."
Wang, who plans to return by invitation to
Red China in February, said the translation and
production of a new Bible for a new China is
"the single most important task in today's
Christian literature field."
"The door to China is open!" he writes.
"Overseas Chinese, especially, are thronging
into the mainland and are being warmly
welcomed . . . . We are not waiting for China
to open. We believe it is open now."

House Asians Ousted
By Uganda, British Official
Urges Churches
Britain's environment secretary, Peter
Walker, has appealed to the nation's churches to
solve the problem of absorbing Asian immigrants from Uganda by adopting immigrant
families.
Addressing the historic-ecumenical conference of British Christian leaders at Selly Oak
Theological College, Mr. Walker declared:
"There are more churches in Britain than
there are Uganda Asians. (The number of
Uganda Asians has been put at 50,000 to
60,000.) If each church provided for an Asian
family the problem would be solved."

Food

Household

Shelter

Transportation

Miscellaneous

Too Much Required

Clothing

Religious

O

J. Wilmer Heisey

Jesus taught a tough course. He said
that a servant who knows what his
master wants him to do — and doesn't
do it, will be punished with a heavy
whipping. He reinforced this with the
warning, "The man to whom much is
given, of him much is required."
What Has Our Master
Told Us To Do?
Without excusing us of witness
around our homes, He has led us as a
brotherhood to see harvest fields in
Africa, India, Japan, Nicaragua, and
quite a number of places in Canada
and the United States. The church has
sent workers to these fields in a chain
of resource and responsibility as set
forth in Romans 10:13-15.
Each one of these areas of witness
has been a church commitment, and
commissioned workers are out there in
our behalf. The support of these sentones is what hangs in the balance when
missions budgets are not met. Is this
too much responsibility?
Why Is So Much Required?
Who can honestly say that we in
North America have not been given
much? Being a faithful Christian bars
us from any tendency to low requirements in stewardship. The best
informed persons I know in the
brotherhood affirm that the Brethren
in Christ missions budget is not a
burden to the congregations, or to us
as individual members. Even the most
superficial examination of our various
"luxury" budgets will confirm that
evaluation.
Yet all too common is the fourthquarter anxiety about being behind in
missions receipts. It was reassuring
that during the first half of 1972 we
8

were actually ahead of last year, by
1%. But during July-September, that
momentum was lost, and now we are
2.36% behind the 1971 pace. [2.36% of
the budget is $10,551].
What happened? Was it the great
flood in the eastern states? Was it the
call for help from places like
Bangladesh? Have such extra needs
caused us to scrape the bottom of the
barrel? Which barrel have we been
scraping: the small one reserved for
"charity," or the larger ones reserved
for ourselves?
Brethren in Christ missionaries do
not work behind a smoke screen. As
more and more people are seeing and

understanding, they are out there
engaged in Christian warfare against a
wily foe. They need and deserve our
full support. The barriers to communication are many, but the Gospel
story can be told best by those people
in whom the Gospel is working. The
Holy Spirit is working in missionaries
who are responding to Christ as Lord
with new implications for them, just as
He is working here and there in the
home church among those who are
responding.
For a people at our level of abundance, it would be a great sin to forget
that these blessings have come from a
beneficent Father, who, in righteousness, requires much.

1972 Missions Budget: $447,090
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MESSIAH HOME
1972 Versus 1936

Since 1936, State and Federal regulations
governing nursing institutions have undergone
drastic changes. These changes affect the service,
care and safety of patients confined to nursing
facilities.
Messiah Home, over the years, has rendered a
conscientious ministry, ever alert to the needs of its
guests. The Board of Trustees have given careful
consideration to the possibility of up-dating the
present physical plant in order to conform to
present-day regulations.
At the direction of the 1970 General Conference,
an in-depth study was made of the future needs of
Messiah Home. It was discovered that necessary
renovations of the present facility would be too
costly; therefore, General Conference approved a
recommendation that Messiah Home be moved to a
new location at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. This transition will have to be accomplished over a period of
several years.
The most pressing need has to do with nursing
care for non-ambulatory patients. It is impossible to
provide adequate care for such patients at the
present facility.
The Board of Trustees recommended tq the 1971
General Conference that the new facility at Carlisle
be built in stages, over a period of several years. It

was further recommended that the stage one project
should be a new forty-bed nursing facility. A fund
drive of $600,000 was approved to initiate this
program.
A number of circumstances, including the government, the Board of Trustees and the General
Conference have brought each one of us to the place
where he must now make a decision about Messiah
Home. Over the past few weeks, an effort has been
made to present the facts about Messiah Home. Two
pertinent facts emphasize the urgency of providing
the new nursing unit.
1. Messiah Home is permitted to continue operation at the present location only because definite
plans to build a new forty-bed facility at Carlisle have
been projected for the spring of 1973.
2. If this is not accomplished, Messiah Home's
nursing care will have to be terminated. This means
that approximately 25% of the present residents of
the Home would have to move to other institutions
for nursing care in the immediate future.
Therefore, if Messiah Home is to continue to
provide an adequate ministry for the care of its
elderly citizens, giving to each the sense of security
and worth in body, soul and mind, the new facility
must be constructed in 1973. Only you can make this
possible.

The Family
Statistics tell us that the average American family
moves once every five years. While families of our
Brethren in Christ Church do not move quite this
often, the great mobility of our present-day society is
having its effects upon each one of our homes.
Children have to go through numerous adjustments when they move, affecting their school life,
community friendships and even their relationship to
the church. Probably no part of the family feels this

up-rooting and change as much as those who are
growing older. The closeness of the family in one
community no longer exists. Sons and daughters
once were near enough to minister to the aging and
infirm; now the family is scattered throughout the
United States, and sometimes even to foreign countries.
The need that existed when Messiah Home
started more than 75 years ago is accentuated and

broadened today when we consider the plight of our
older brethren and sisters in such a changing world.
Some of this comes through in the following comments of several of the present-day residents of
Messiah Home!
"The goodness of the Lord is expressed through Messiah
Home."
"Thanks to our brethren and sisters who make possible a
place like Messiah Home."
(Sisters in advanced 80's)
"Initial adjustment was quite difficult; this is all past now
and we greatly enjoy and appreciate Messiah Home."
"Food and care with opportunities for fellowship are high
points in the life here at Messiah Home."

Messiah Home's ministry of providing a sense of
security and the feeling of being cared for are values
of inestimable worth. This is made possible by the
dedicated staff at the Home through their Christian
commitment and service in the name of the Lord.
The strength of Messiah Home's Venture in Faith —
1972 program must center in the family. The warmth
and devotion that is a present reality at Messiah
Home also needs to be a "feeling part" of our
Stewardship Program. If this factor is left out, we will
simply have a nominal fund-raising campaign that is
in danger of having neither heart nor soul. Consider
carefully the following procedure.

The Family Conference
The Family Conference in this Messiah Home's
Venture in Faith-1972 provides a way by which each
individual may examine the meaning of Stewardship
as worship and re-shape his own life and the lives of
those dear to him into expressions of commitment to
the Christian way.
Use this procedure:
1. Plan ahead and find a time when all the family can
be together without interruption for at least one
hour. It may have to be when the smaller children
are asleep. The best time may be after a good
meal when, physically, each person has a sense
of well-being.
2. Begin by recalling some of the happy experiences
different members of the family have had in
church activities. These may include happenings
at camp, interesting activities in Sunday school,
or an outstanding musical program in church. Let
each member of the family try to think of at least
one such time when he has been pleased or
thrilled by his religious-associated experience.
3. Help each other to name all of the things he is
doing in the church or in the world in the name of
the church.
4. Have prayer by each member of the family. This
may be the most difficult part of the Conference.
It is surprising how many children have never
heard their parents pray aloud. Do it now. Pray for
courage. It has always required great courage to
be a Christian.
5. Decide what steps each member of your family
will take during the next year to be a true steward
of his life. Begin with the smallest child in the
group. Think how his talents, inexpert as they

may be, can be used effectively for Christ and his
servant church in the world. Explain to him the
meaning of financial sharing, and let him decide
how much of his allowance or his earnings he will
give to the church (or church school). Then move
upward through the family in age until father
makes his own decisions and shares them with
the rest of the family. The parent's financial
decision may be a joint one, particularly if there is
only one income.
6. When all the decisions have been made and
listed, pray together again. This time, let it be a
prayer of thankfulness for the love of God and for
His presence in the Conference.
It must be remembered that decision is only the
beginning. It is a giant step, and it may have been a
trying one. Real growth in Christian expression
comes only as these intentions are carried out and
as the acts of faith become ingrained in our day-byday, week-by-week living.

Thoughts about Messiah Home
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TOURING the recent West Coast
-^Conference on World Evangelism,
I had the privilege of participating
with a group of evangelical leaders
from Asian countries in a seminar
entitled, "Missionaries — Need or
Nuisance?" While each country
represented has its distinct situation
and corresponding need, every
delegate agreed that there is still much
room for Western missionaries in the
harvest fields of Asia.
Does this mean that we want to be
dependent on Western money and
manpower? Certainly not! As the
younger generation, we Christians in
Asia have come to realize our responsibility and privilege of participating
in the Church's worldwide mission.
Can you, our brethren in the West,
imagine yellow and brown missionaries with black hair? Today, there
are hundreds of them working side by
side with white missionaries in
different parts of the world to make
the history of Christian missions more
colorful and commendable. Japanese
churches alone have already sent out
80 missionaries.
However, as we face up to the
staggering task of evangelizing Asia,
where, of two billion inhabitants only
three percent are Christians, we cannot help but cry out to the Lord of the
harvest to send us more laborers. The
real issue, as we see it, is not whether
we still need Western missionaries or
not, but what caliber of missionaries
we need in Asia. Yes, we do need
missionaries but we require the right
kind of missionaries. Provided that
they are committed evangelical
Christians who have a gift and the
training to communicate the gospel in
cross-cultural situations, the miss i o n a r i e s we w a n t m a y be
characterized by several qualities.
First, there should be an unmistakable call of God. "How is one
led to be a missionary?" was one of the
questions deeply probed in an extensive questionnaire which was mailed to
8000 of the delegates after the eighth
Inter-Varsity missionary conference at
Urbana. According to Edward R.
Dayton, director of Missions Advanced Research and Communication
Center (MARC—World Vision), over
half of the 4700 students who returned
the questionnaire were divided among
answers such as: "A challenge to share
in what God is doing throughout the
world," "the result of match between
The writer is a graduate of Fuller Theological
Seminary and is taking further work at the
Fuller School of World Mission in preparation
for an evangelistic ministry in Japan. This
article is reprinted by permission from World
Vision. Copyright, World Vision 1972.
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Needed:
More Indians, Fewer
Philip K. Tsuchiya
what a person is able to do, and what
needs to be done," and "obedience to
the universal command of God."
The Wrong Place?
Dayton further reports that most of
the 83 missionary candidates who
were present at the conference
believed that the call to be a missionary "should be seen as a decision
which was made in the same arena of
life as other decisions." Then, Dayton
asks a valid question: "Is this kind of
understanding sufficient to move a
missionary to a place of service?"
Concerning this matter, Hudson
Taylor, out of his rich experience,
stated: "A missionary who is not clear
on this point will at times be almost at
the mercy of the great Enemy — when
difficulties arise, when in danger or
sickness, he will be tempted to raise
the question which should have been
settled before he left his native land:
'Am I not in the wrong place?"
The Unmistakable Call
The Apostle Paul had a clear call to
be a missionary to the Gentiles. It
sustained him under the manifold
pressures of missionary service. Today
Christian missions in Asia face no
fewer threats than those of the first
century. To "the spiritual host of
wickedness in the heavenly places,"
problems related to the trio of
nationalism, the ethnic religion and
Communism have been added.
Therefore, missionaries should come
to Asia not because they want to be
where the action is, but because of the
unmistakable call of God.
Missionaries must also feel an unabashed will to serve. Somehow I
cannot forget the conversation I heard
years ago. It went something like this:
Missionary A commented, "Should
the day ever come when I have to work
under Japanese leadership I might as
well leave this country." Missionary B
replied, "Yes, I feel the same
way . . . . " I have wondered many
times what they were actually saying.
Did they mean that when Japanese
Christians have matured enough to
assume leadership their mission is
accomplished and they would move on
to another country; or were they
revealing their inner thought that it
would be too humiliating for them to

work under nationals? I wonder what
they would say today, since they are
still in Japan.
Professor Douglas Webster discusses this very subject in his book,
Into All the World, and raises a
pointed question: "In the past the
pattern has usually been for the missionary to withdraw upwards or else to
withdraw altogether. As nationals
acquired competence in doing jobs
originally done by missionaries, the
missionary generally handed over the
task by moving one stage up in the
hierarchy . . . . But is the only alternative to withdrawing upwards
withdrawing altogether?"
Leadership Measured by Love
Douglas then suggests that there is
the possibility of the missionary withdrawing sideways or even downwards. This concept was first taught
2000 years ago by Jesus Christ. By
washing the dusty feet of the disciples,
who were terribly concerned about
who should be the boss, the Master
gave them an unforgettable object
lesson: true Christian leadership is
measured by humble service in love.
The lesson was not forgotten. With the
vivid memory of that memorable
night, 30 years later Peter urged his
fellow Christians "to wear the 'overall'
of humility in serving each other" (I
Pet. 5:5, Phillips). I believe this is the
key to a much discussed and delicate
relationship between the missionary
and the national church.
We all know it is rather comfortable to expound the recently popularized principle of partnership in the
missionary magazine but it is costly to
exhibit its reality in the "nitty-gritty"
life situation of the mission field. If it
means crucifixion of pride on the part
of the missionary, it means sanctification of impatience and irritation on
the part of the national.
Although there are many encouraging signs we still have a long
way to go. For instance, "to esteem
and treat Indians always our equals"
was one of the basic principles clearly
stated in the Serampore Covenant. It
was drawn up by William Carey and
his fellow missionaries at the dawn of
modern missions, as early as in 1806.
Yet 160 years later, some of our
Indian brethren are raising their voice
to page 14
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as to some remaining inequalities
between the missionary and the
national.
The Gap Remains
Frankly many of the Asian Christians are still painfully aware of the
gap between the principle and its
practice. We need missionaries who
have an unabashed will to serve the
national church not as a chief but as
one of the Indians.
We also need missionaries with an
unquenchable love of Christ. When
the Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth, "For the love of
Christ constraineth us," he revealed
the secret of his whole missionary
career. It was Christ's love which
"held him together to his task whatever man think or say" ( A T . Robertson). The late Dr. Glover was right
when he said: "Only divine love filling
the heart and pervading the life is
equal to the tests and demands of true
missionary service." Had Paul been
motivated to go as a missionary merely by human love he would have never
been able to accomplish his course and
mission. The same holds true with any
missionary who comes to Asia today.
Some time ago a veteran mission-

ary, who had already spent over 15
years in Japan, was studying at the
School of World Mission of Fuller
Theological Seminary. I had the privilege of helping him in his research, and
we sent out a questionnaire to pastors
of different denominations in Japan
asking for some information to be
used in his thesis, "Conserving the
Converts in the Japanese Church."
One pastor sent us back not the questionnaire but a monthly publication of
his group on the front cover of which
he wrote in red ink and in English:
"Japan no longer needs missionaries!" In his highly emotional
editorial he deplored that there are
still foreign missionaries in his country and concluded with the same
phrase in English: "Listen, Mr. L. W.,
Japan no longer needs foreign missionaries!"
I was upset with his indiscreet statement and was afraid this sort of
negative response from a national
pastor might throw a wet blanket over
the spirit of my missionary friend. To
my surprise, he was quite calm and
said: "I see a point in what this
brother is saying. In fact, it did me a
lot of good. The first thing I want to
do when I return to Japan is to visit
him and pray with him." Then, with
no diminished enthusiasm he added:
"The Lord tarrying and willing, I'd
like to spend at least another 15 years

Models of Christian Ministry
in the City

What Will Work Tomorrow?

Will increasing black hostility
toward whites make black-white cooperation in Christian ministry in the
city difficult or impossible in the next
decade? What are some of the most
effective working models of current
urban involvement by evangelicals?
Wednesday, November 1, a Conference on "Models of Christian
Ministry in the City: What Will Work
Tomorrow" will help provide some
answers. It will be held at Messiah
College's North Philadelphia Campus, 2026 N. Broad Street.
Messiah College is an evangelical
college with two campuses — one in
the rolling hills of mid-Pennsylvania,
the other in North Philadelphia. The
Philadelphia Campus has an unique
cooperative program with Temple
University which combines the
strengths of the Christian liberal arts
college with the academic advantages
14 •

of the large university. At its Philadelphia Campus, Messiah College
has a number of programs designed to
train evangelical urbanologists for
specialized service in the city.
Urban specialists from New York,
New Jersey, Boston, Philadelphia and
Portland, Oregon, will speak at the
November 1 Conference. In the morning (9:30) two related, questions will
be posed. What direction will blackwhite relations take in the next 5
years? And second, what models of
black-white cooperation in urban
ministry are no longer possible and
what models are promising? Two
d i f f e r e n t v i e w p o i n t s will be
represented by Rev. Stanley Long
from the Division of Black Literature,
A m e r i c a n T r a c t S o c i e t y , and
Muhammed Kenyatta, Director of the
Black E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t
Conference.

in Japan. I'm looking forward to
working with my brethren again." To
this day I cannot forget the holy glow
on his countenance which radiates love
that is "patient and kind, not irritable
or resentful . . . love that bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things" (I Cor.
13:4, 5, 7). He did not display a bitter
reaction but only a beautiful reflection
of that love which was not quenched
by many waters of human rebellion
and rejection.
Christ-Intoxicated Missionaries
No doubt an Asian brother must
have had such a missionary in his
mind when he told the Reverend J.
Oswald Sanders, former general director of the Overseas Missionary
Fellowship: "We want many categories of missionaries, but remember
what we want is Christ-intoxicated
missionaries. Please help us to get
such people."
Yes, the younger church in Asia
asks its sister church in the West for
Christ-intoxicated missionaries
because they are spirited with an unmistakable call of God, an unabashed
will to serve and the unquenchable
love of Christ. To this request we add
one more. We ask you to pray with us,
so that we, too, may send forth many
Christ-intoxicated missionaries —
made in Japan, and Asia.

The Anabaptist Vision and its relation to Contemporary Models of Urban Ministry for evangelicals will be
discussed in the afternoon (1:30 p.m.).
Specialists for this session will be Rev.
Dale Stoltzfus, Mennonite Urban
Missioner from New York City and
Bruce Harder from Oregon, a doctoral candidate in one of the earliest
urban studies programs in the country.
In the evening (7:30 p.m.) Roger
Dewey, editor of Inside and Director
of the Evangelical Committee for Urban Ministries in Boston will discuss
some present evangelical examples of
effective urban involvement.
Each session will have a time for
questions. In the morning and afternoon, there will be small group discussions following the major presentations.
M o r e and m o r e e v a n g e l i c a l
organizations are attempting to
become involved in the city. But they
lack trained personnel. Come and hear
current thinking and projections for
tomorrow on evangelical ministry in
the city. The place is Messiah College,
2026 N. Broad St., Phila., Pa. Call
215-769-2526 for further information.
Evangelical Visitor

Pulpit and Pew
r p H E R E ARE an estimated one
-*• hundred million non-Christians in
the United States and Canada. Nearly
all of these live within reach of the
many congregations in N o r t h
America, but for one reason or
another they are not looking to Christ
or the church for relationships and
salvation that will give meaning to this
life and the next. Congregations that
care will have a deep concern for these
persons. To sharpen that caring concern, I would like to ask your congregation six questions.
1. What is your over-all purpose?
I believe that the purpose of the
church is to share the good news of
God's redemptive love-community
with every person in the world. I
believe every congregation needs to
share that good news through word
and deed. It needs to be shared with
persons in the church, with unchurched people in its community, and
with persons beyond its reach through
missionaries. This is both a very broad
and a very specific purpose, but a
black pastor told me recently, "If an
activity doesn't relate to sharing the
good news, the church shouldn't be
doing it." If reaching every individual
in our congregations, communities
and world with an effective presentation of the good news is our purpose,
we will need to enlist every individual
in the church for that task.
2. For what geographic area are you
responsible?
If one of the primary purposes of
the church is to share the good news
with persons in its community, it will
need to define that community. For
some this is easy. In the church they
have a map of their city or county. On
that map they have drawn a circle
around the blocks or sections for
which they feel they have primary
responsibility. Some congregations
with very scattered memberships have
considered their area of responsibility
to be the persons living within a few
houses of their individual members.
Lyle E. Schaller, a church sociologist,
has helpfully pointed out that the
future of any congregation is in its
local community. Young people will
come and go but the future of the
church exists in the way it is meeting
the needs of the residents in its community.
The writer is executive secretary of the Commission on Home Ministries, General Conference
Mennonite Church.
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3. What are the needs of people in that
area?
The purpose of the church is not
merely to organize choirs, to build
beautiful sanctuaries, or to raise a lot
of money. The purpose of a congregation that cares is to meet the
physical and spiritual needs of persons
in its community. What are those
needs? Some living, active congregations with which I am familiar have
studied their community of responsibility. They know how many churched
and how many unchurched people are
in that area. They know approximately how many children there are and
how many of these have working
mothers. They know the approximate
number of alcoholics, drug addicts,
and offenders. They know the rate of
marriage and marriage breakdown.
They know how many shut-ins live in
the community and how many young
people are dropping out of church and
school. Without knowing the needs of
persons in its community, a congregation will be planning programs that
don't attract the very persons they
want to reach. We know that the basic
need is for a gospel presentation that
will speak effectively to sin and guilt,
but this need must be defined more
specifically. What is causing the sin
and guilt? Is it loneliness, an inferiority complex, a lack of relationships or
Biblical knowledge? Are enslaving,
unreconciled persons controlling their
lives?
4. What relationships or programs will
meet the needs?
Most congregations are program
centered rather than purpose or goal
centered? A program centered congregation hears of a successful
program in another church and says,
"Let's try that." Or a pastor attends a
seminar on evangelistic methods and
urges his congregation to implement
what he has learned. The programs are
likely very good. In fact, they most
likely have been developed only after
much work and experimentation. But

choosing a program simply because it
is effective somewhere else is putting
the focus on the program rather than
on what needs to be accomplished.
The identified needs in the community
need to be shaped into projects and
assigned to responsible people. A
n u m b e r of c o n g r e g a t i o n s are
organizing visitation teams that visit
nonchurched persons in their homes
one evening a week. Other congregations are developing day care
ministries, prison ministries, radio
ministries, community efforts, or
Voluntary Service projects. Each
effort must be specifically related to
the identified needs of persons in the
congregation's community. And it
should specifically seek to bring those
persons into God's redemptive lovecommunity via a clearly understood
and personally accepted relationship
with Jesus Christ.
5. Who will be involved in meeting
these needs?
R. Kenneth Strachen, the founder
of the Evangelism-in-Depth movement, has said, "The growth of any
movement is in direct proportion to
the success of that movement in
mobilizing its total membership in the
constant propagation of its beliefs."
After identifying the needs of its
community, some congregations have
visited each family in the church to
discuss how that family or its individual members might wish to participate in meeting those human and
spiritual needs. Persons most deeply
concerned about a particular need are
often appointed by a church council to
take responsibility for recruitment,
training and action in that area of
concern. Generally, persons who have
a common concern should form a
caring, sharing group which meets
together at least once a month for
sharing of experiences, Bible study, inservice training, and planning for
future involvement.
to page 18

15

Lord, make me an instrument
of thy peace...
St. Francis of Assisi

SUMMER SEl
Volume 1

Canadian S.S.'er
Transplanted to U.S. City
PHILADELPHIA (BIC) — Ruth
Long put in a summer's worth of
kitchen duty at the Messiah College
Temple Campus. During her stay, she
experienced the tensions of city life.
Mixed in with her food preparations
were seminars on Christian ministry in
the city, and jaunts around town.
The summer helped her face the
problems of racism and how a Christian of any nationality responds to
racism and the needs of the city.
Although accompanied by many
questions, she found the summer to be
a growing experience.

S.S.'ers Mop Up
BLOOMFIELD, N. MEX. (BIC) —
Three Summer Service teens served at
the Navajo Mission for three weeks.
Karen Heisey, Anita Martin, and
Kevin Engle helped the staff in a
variety of ways.
The S.S.'ers learned that "service"
is not a romantic phrase — but that it
involves the nitty-gritty of jobs that
are not always attractive or exciting.
"We house-cleaned the whole hospital
with the exception of a few utility
rooms. I didn't like the place at first;
it was so different from my work at
home. I don't think I ever worked so
hard — but it was good for me."
The tasks of the dirt squad were
lightened by encouragement from the
mission staff. The staff made the experience a memorable one for the
teens. Karen said that "the people
there made my visit very enjoyable.
They were one of the reasons I'm glad
I went." Anita reported, "I enjoyed
myself immensely because of the people at the mission. They tried to let us
see most of the tourist attractions in
the area."
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S.S.'ers Stage Sit-in at Winnipeg Airport
TIMBER BAY, SASK. (BIC) —
Patience is learned through a variety
of means. Mary Ellen Hege and Mary
Lou Miller — Summer Service volunteers at Montreal Lake Children's Home — had an unsolicited lesson in patience in their 17'/2
hour wait at the Winnipeg Airport. For Mary Ellen it was her second
year in a row of long waits in the
Winnipeg Airport. She said, "I spent
17 hours in Winnipeg Airport again
this year. When 44 stand-by students
are waiting to go to the same place you
are, you learn to have patience." Mary
Lou, in commenting on the experience, said that "our 17'/2 hour wait
in Winnipeg coming home was tiring
and then frustrating, but not un-

bearable."
Besides waiting at airports the girls,
Dale Albrecht, and Lewis Wenger
worked at the Montreal Lake
Children's Home. They did a variety
of jobs — including "scrubbing dorm
walls, floors, windows, and ceilings."
Dale recounted that the staff at the
Children's Home made them feel
"very much at home. The very minute
we arrived there was someone to greet
us . . . We had lots of good times
together and got to know everyone
very well." Mary Ellen remarked, "if
everyone had as much fun as I did
their life has been changed. My
spiritual life hits a high when I just
think about how close God was to
each one of us as we were up there."

Hills, Hills, and More Hills
by Gerald Thrush

SAN FRANCISCO (BIC) — I would
usuaHy get up in the morning around
7:00 to 7:30 and would go along with
one of the VS'ers to pick up day old
donuts for the mission. That would
usually take till about 9:00. Then we
would do some painting around the
Life Line Chapel until 11:30 when we
would stop painting and go to
Chinatown to give people a meal. The
meal consisted of a donut, a sandwich,
and a cup of hot tea.
That usually lasted until around
2:30. When we got back we would eat
lunch and then paint for the rest of the
afternoon. At 4:30 we would knock off
for the day and play basketball till
6:00 or 6:30. At that time we would eat
supper (by the way, Mrs. Hill isn't an
amateur when it comes to cooking).
After supper we always had some kind
of activities with the rest of the
Volunteer Service workers. That
usually took care of a typical day in
San Francisco. All in all it was really a
great experience for me and now I

wish I had signed up for Summer
Service long before this year.
I'd also like to say that Pastor Hill
had a long talk with me about going to
San Francisco for my Volunteer Service work. All the VS guys tried to
persuade me to stay for two years. I
know that sometime I have to serve
my two years but I never really had
any specific place in mind. Now I
know what program they have. I'm
not sure when but sometime in the
near future I would like to go out there
for two years.

SS'ers who were in San Francisco. Left to right:
Beverly Wenger, Cindy Thomas, Gerald
Thrush.
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Teens Help at
Camp Brookhaven
BLOOMINGBURG, N.Y. (BIC) —
Five Summer Service volunteers spent
part of their summer at Camp
Brookhaven in New York. Beth
Lofthouse, Lucinda Lauver, and
Karen Wingert served in the kitchen
and as Junior Counselors. Scott
Ritchy and Bill Pottiger served on the
maintenance staff.
The S.S. teens learned to know
children from New York City. They
found real challenge in trying to communicate God's love to these children.
The S.S.'ers at Brookhaven reflected
upon their summer with the following
comments.
Lucinda Lauver: "I really enjoyed
the kids I worked with. I feel I made
some close friendships that will continue even though I won't see them
quite as often . . . I would have loved
to serve longer but was glad to get
home once I got there (if you know
what I mean)."
Karen Wingert: "I really enjoyed
my stay and work there. It was real
rewarding to see the children respond
to love. This is a real mission field to
fill."
Scott Ritchy: (Responding to the
question of the relationships among

Lazy Living on the Lake?
GOODRICH, MICH. (BIC) — The
following account is Nancy Asper's
version of a day in the life of a
Summer Service volunteer at Camp
Lakeview. S.S.'ers at Lakeview were
Janice Wingert, Karen Myers,
Marlene Grove, Debby Clark, and
Phyllis Stump.
We awaken to the sound of Mrs.
Brady's sweet voice saying, "get up
girls!" A glance at the clock tells us it
is 6:40 a.m. Why couldn't I sleep in
today!
October 25,1972

S.S.'er Confronts the Bear Facts
ANGELES OAKS, CALIF. (BIC) —
In the midst of the routine of Summer
Service work, one of the S.S.'ers at
Mile High Pines Camp encountered a
bear. The staff had found evidence of a
bear at the garbage truck and waited
evenings for it to make its appearance.
One evening Lois Heise ventured out
alone and the bear appeared. In
recounting the incident she said, "I
was by myself and I walked right up
— about ten feet away from a bear.
He started walking towards me and
that is all the convincing I needed to
make me run. Believe me I ran fast, I
even had a sore foot."
Bear watching was not the only
activity of the Summer Service teens.
The girls — Debra Sanders, Valerie

Crider and Lois Heise — helped in the
kitchen. Emerson Peckman and Kevin
Engle were a part of the maintenance
staff of the camp.
This service experience for the teens
at Mile High Pines meant more than
work and bear-watching. Emerson
Peckman summarized his feelings
about the summer: "I don't know how
I can ever say 'thank you' for all
Summer Service has done for me. It
has been tremendous. The people I got
to meet — and what the Lord has done
for me were things that I could have
never received had it not been for
Summer Service."

S.S.'ers at
General Conference

the Summer Service teens). "We
joked together, prayed together,
worked and played together. This
made it very much like home. Once in
a while there were a few misunderstandings but they were taken care of
soon after they happened."
Bill Pottiger: "Sometimes we
worked from early in the morning
until two or three hours after supper.
But I didn't mind. None of the work
was that bad."

WEST MILTON, OHIO (BIC) —
Two volunteers served a week at the
1972 General Conference. Margaret
Miller and Connie Lofthouse helped in
the children's services and with recreation for the children. Margaret and
Connie took turns playing the piano.
As a result of Connie's helping with
the children at Conference she was
asked to help with the children at
Niagara Camp Meeting.

We get dressed and stumble up the
stairs heading straight for the
bathroom. Looking in the mirror, we
realize we appear just as "wiped out"
as we feel. A splash of water, and a
quick brush of the teeth and we're on
our way — to the kitchen. We hop on
the bikes and scurry down the road,
trying to miss as many puddles as we
can.
We help fix breakfast, serve it, then
clean up the mess. By that time, it's
9:00 or so. Then a break. We either go
canoeing or swimming; but it is
"letter-writing time" mainly.

Eleven o'clock found us back at the
kitchen till 1:00. Some days we
worked in the camp store from 2:003:00. We had the rest of the afternoon
off, then down to the kitchen at 4:00.
Dinner was served at 5:00, dishes till
6:00 or 6:30.
The rest of the evening we were on
our own, but never idle. There was
always something to do like stemming
beans or husking corn or baking pies.
At the beginning of the first week, I
couldn't wait to crawl into bed at
11:00; but I got used to it. It was a lot
of work but I loved every minute of it.
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SIX QUESTIONS
from page 15

6. What results do you expect to see
and when?
A goal is a measurable and attainable statement of what you believe
God wants you and your congregation to do. Definiteness of purpose is
the starting point of all achievement.
Before starting a new project,
program, or set of relationships, it is
usually helpful for caring, sharing
groups or church leaders to state
pretty specifically what results they
expect to see and when they expect to
see them. This is not playing the
numbers game. It is simply following
through on good planning. The setting
of goals, and deadline dates for
reaching them, provides both a direction and a yardstick for measuring a
congregation's effectiveness. A congregation that sets goals has a basis
for reporting at its annual business
meeting that progress which has been
made and also the needs of persons
which it still needs to speak.
Purpose and goals for the church
become definite through prayer, planning, and hard work. Living, active
congregations that do their home
work and are empowered by the Spirit
of God will be the best bases for
meeting the spiritual and physical
needs of North America's one hundred million non-Christians through
an evangelism-that-cares.

Church News
Wingerts to Burundi
Norman and Eunice Wingert left
from New York on Saturday, October 14, by way of London and
Nairobi for Burundi.
The Wingerts are returning to
the country where they had served
early in the 60's under the Mennonite Centrol Committe during
the birth of that nation. Wingert
said that they could not remain
away when so many of their friends
were suffering during this period of
bloody unrest.
This time the Wingerts, who have
a year's visa, are returning on their
own but with the blessing of MCC.
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ALLEGHENY
CONFERENCE

attendance at a Ladies' Fellowship on Aug. 7.
Special guests were Mrs. Kumalo and Mrs.
Mudenda. Rev. J. Alvin Book is the pastor.

The Canoe Creek congregation reports five
baptized on Sept. 17 in the Martinsburg
Church. The service was conducted by the
pastor of Canoe Creek, Rev. Steven Mcllveen.
A class for new converts is being held each
week. The church also reports its first VBS held
in ten years with an enrollment of 55 and 12
decisions made for Christ.

The Maytown congregation held a special
program on Sunday evening, Oct. 1, when
members and staff of Messiah Home were
present and participated in the program. Also
present was a number of the Maytown GoldenAgers. A time of refreshment and fellowship
followed the program. Rev. Earl E. Herr is the
pastor at Maytown.

The Grantham congregation held its eleventh
annual missions conference Oct. 20-23, with
missionaries from Japan and Zambia as
speakers. Also participating were Glen Pierce,
Director of Information Services, Board for
Missions; and Paul Moore, pastor of the New
Milford, N. J., NazareneChurch. Dr. Robert B.
Ives is the pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Espenshade, members
of Shenks congregation, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary at a dinner given by their
children in the American Legion building,
Elizabethtown, and a reception in Conewago
School. Married in the home of the late Rev.
Frank Slaybaugh, Palmyra, the couple have 13
children. They are: Mrs. Richard Myers, Mrs.
Earl Kreider, Mrs. Harold Rutt, Mrs. Alvin
Messick, Mrs. Norman Zeager, Mrs. William
Reider, Mrs. Musser Ferrey, Jay, Mrs. Ray
Judy, Edwin, Wesley Richard and Mrs. David
Kraybill. Rev. Arthur H. Brubaker is pastor at
Shenks.

The Hollowed congregation held special services on Sept. 17 when the cornerstone for a new
Christian education building was laid. In addition to the special service in the morning, the
Moody Science film "The Ultimate Adventure"
was shown to the adults while "Jonah and the
Big Fish" was shown to the children in the
evening service. Rev. Paul W. McBeth is pastor,
with Rev. Kenneth Engle as associate pastor.
The Martinsburg Omegans presented a
special program Sunday evening, Sept. 24. Rev.
George P. Kimber from Messiah College
brought the message and presented a team from
the college for a panel discussion. Several
members from the congregation participated in
the discussion which was "Higher Christian
Emphasis." The pastor is Rev. Robert Keller,
Sr.
The youth of the Mowersville congregation
enjoyed a bus trip to Lancaster County on
Saturday, Sept. 16. Some of the places visited
were Landis Valley Museum and the Amish
Village. Rev. Avery Musser is the pastor.
The Woodbury Church reports one baby
dedicated, one person baptized and two received
into church membership during the month of
September. Rev. Thomas A. Bouch is pastor.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
The young people of the Elizabethtown congregation visited New York City on Sept. 22,
23, and 24. They visited the Mission and took a
gift of canned food and $100.00. The pastor is
Rev. Glenn Ginder.
Fellowship Chapel reports a two-week Bible
school this summer. The offering was used to
purchase bicycles for Camp Brookhaven. 115
children were confronted with the Gospel, some
for the first time, during camp. The congregation also reports approximately 30 people in

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
The Puslinch congregation was invited to a
dinner on Sept. 30, given by Rev. and Mrs. Bert
Sider as they said "goodbye" and "thank you"
to their pastorate. Following the meal, slides of
events that had taken place during the Siders'
ministry were shown. The Siders will be leaving
for Nicaragua in December. On Sunday, Oct. I,
Rev. Gerald Tyrell was installed by Bishop Roy
V. Sider as the new pastor of the Puslinch
congregation. He and Mrs. Tyrell were
welcomed at a fellowship hour after the evening
service.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Mooretown Church reports a baptismal
service on Sept. 17 when eight persons were
baptized. This consisted of an entire family,
with the exception of a four year old daughter,
and three young people. Rev. David H. Wenger
is the pastor.
The Phoneton congregation observed World
Wide Communion Sunday a week early, Sept.
24, to include two of their young people who
would be leaving for school. The pastor is Rev.
Elam Dohner.
The girls' softball team from Rolling Acres
Church received the "Good Sportsmanship"
trophy from the Warren County Church Girls
Softball League at the close of the season. Rev.
Gerald Wingert is pastor.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
The Rosebank Church featured a group of lay
witnesses on Sunday morning, Sept. 10. It
included business men, a farmer, a teacher, and
a musician all excited about their faith. The
pastor is Rev. Charles A. Norman.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
On Sept. 17-24 the Upland Church hosted a
Spiritual Life Conference for the area churches
of the Pacific Regional Conference. Dr. Dave
Breese, President of Christian Destiny, Inc. of
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Wheaton, 111., was the speaker. His sermon titles
included "The Cure for Anxiety,'* "The Unholy
Spirit of the Age" and the "Great Unanswered
Question." During the conference Chino Church
hosted a breakfast for men. The pastor at
Upland is Rev. Elbert N. Smith and Rev.
Charles M. Rickel is pastor at Chino.

BIRTHS
- Bowen: Timothy Lee, born Sept. 26 to Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Bowen, Carlisle congregation,
Pa.
Foreman: Eric Michael, born Sept. 24 to Mr.
and Mrs. David Foreman, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Garling: Rodney Lynn, born Sept. 27 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Garling, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Higgins: Deborah Lea, born Sept. 20 to Mr.
and Mrs. Danny Higgins, Valley Chapel congregation, Ohio.
Kerr: Stephanie Lynn, born Sept. 21 to Mr.
and Mrs. Andrew Kerr, Carlisle congregation,
Pa.
Mieikc: William Paul, born Aug. 26 to Mr.
and Mrs. Terry Mielke, Bethel Community
congregation, Mich.
Speicher: Michael James, born Sept. 23 to
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Speicher, Big Valley
congregation, Pa.

and Barry Earl, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Minnick, South Plainfield, N. J., May 20 in
Messiah College Chapel with Bishop Henry
Ginder and Rev. David Grant officiating.
.Murrell-Weibley: Linda Lou, daughter of
Mrs. Hazel Lee Weibley, Upland, Calif., and
David Murrell, May 27 in the Upland Church
with Rev. Elbert N. Smith officiating.
Pocock-Sherk: Carolyn, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Cal Sherk, and Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Pocock, July 15 in the Bertie Church
with Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating.
Quinlin-Keller: Patricia, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Marvin Keller and Wyatt, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Quinlin, both of Baltimore, Md.,
Sept. 23 in the Marlyn Ave. Church with the
bride's father officiating.
Riegle-Thompson: Clair-Anne, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Clair Thompson, Desbarats,
Ont., and James Edward, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Chester Riegle, Ridgeway, Ont., Sept. 9 in
Desbarats United Church with Rev. G. Cardy
officiating.
Rose-Alderfer: Betty, daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. James Alderfer, Upland, Calif., and
Charles Rose, Long Beach, Calif., July 14 in the
Upland Church with Rev. James D. Young and
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga officiating.
*
Rowe-Black: Mary Ann, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Black, and Denny Lee, son of Mr.
and M r s . R a l p h Rowe, J r . , both of
Waynesboro, Pa., Sept. 9 in the Hollowell
Church with Rev. P. W. McBeth officiating.

Yost: Alex Duane, born Sept. 17 to Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Yost, Refton congregation, Pa.

Sherman-Brumbaugh: Barbara, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Brumbaugh, and Jack
Sherman, both of Upland, Calif., June 24 in the
Upland Church with Rev. Elbert N. Smith
officiating.

WEDDINGS

Steele-Wingert: Sylvia, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Gerald Wingert, and Carl, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Flavil Steele, both of McMinnville, Tenn.,
Sept. 10 in Rolling Acres Church with Rev.
Samuel Lady, grandfather of the bride and Rev.
Gerald Wingert, father of the bride officiating.

Andrews-French: Alice, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Lloyd French, and Charles Andrews, July
15 in Bethel Church, Merrill, Mich.
Byer-Miller: Debby Miller and Rev. Lewis
Byer, Sept. 2 in Roaring Spring Church with
Rev. G. Delmas Hock and Rev. Sheldon Wilson
officiating. Rev. Byer is pastor of Collingwood
Church, Ontario.
Dodson-Scott: Sandra Marlene, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Scott, Hopewell, Pa., and
Richard Daniel, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Dodson, Aug. 25 in Shermans Valley parsonage
with Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating.
Durst-Allen: Andrea Allen, and Donnie
Durst, Aug. 25 in Phoneton Church, Ohio.
Finfrock-Book: Sandra, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Maynard Book, Upland, Calif., and Bruce
Finfrock, Pomona, Calif., June 16 in the
Upland Church with Rev. Elbert N. Smith and
Dr. Ted Cole officiating.
Jungkeit-Smith: Patricia, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Elbert N. Smith, Upland, Calif., and
Gary Jungkeit, Anaheim, Aug. 5 in the Upland Church with Rev. Elbert N. Smith and
Rev. Scott Irvine officiating.
Martin-Phenicie: Jean, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Glenn Phenicie, and Glenn Ellis, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Martin, both of
Waynesboro, Pa., Sept. 2 in Hollowell Church
with Rev. P. W. McBeth officiating.
Minnick-Conner: Wanda Lee, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Conner, Salem Va.,
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Stifrler-Cornell: Linda, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George Cornell, Everett, Pa., and Gary L.
Stiffler, grandson of Leone Stiffler, Clear Creek
Church, Aug. 25 at Cumberland, Md.
Tamborini-Payne: Deborah Sue, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. James Payne, and Carl Anthony
Tamborini, Sept. 30, Beulah Chapel congregation, Ohio.
Ulery-Hoke: Erma, daughter of the late Mr.
and Mrs. Albert Hoke, Englewood, Ohio, and
Rev. Dale, son of Mrs. Orville Ulery and the
late Bishop Ulery, Springfield, Ohio, Sept. 22 in
Fairview Church with Rev. Keith Ulery, son of
the groom and Rev. Ralph Palmer officiating.
Walker-McBride: Patricia, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Lonnie McBride, and David, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Brintley Walker, both of
McMinnville, Tenn., Aug. 3 in Rolling Acres
Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
Watkins-Sider: Twila, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Alvin Sider, and Herb Watkins, July 21.

OBITUARIES
Baker: Charles W. Baker, born Aug. 3, 1874,
son of Dr. W. O. Baker, died May 7, 1972, in
Memorial Hospital, Elyria, Ohio. He was

married to Louise Blasier of Louisville, .Ohio,
on April 1, 1950. His wife is his only survivor.
The funeral service was held in Elyria with Rev.
Rudd officiating. Interment was in Brodale
Cemetery, Elyria.
Bloem: John Bloem, Larder Lake, Ontario,
born April 11, 1935, died Sept. 10, 1972. On
July 8, 1972 he was married to Muriel Winger
who survives. He is also survived by his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Okko Bloem, Holland; two
brothers, and five sisters. The funeral service
was conducted at the Bertie Church with Rev.
Wilbur W. Benner and Rev. Cleland officiating.
Interment was in Bertie Cemetery.
Davidson: Walter Davidson, born May 26,
1896, near Garrett, Ind; died Sept. 3, 1972. He
was the son of Henry R. and Elizabeth Davidson. On June 8, 1921 he was married to Shirlie
A. Smith who survives. He is also survived by
three daughters: Edith, Lois (Mrs. Carl
Pollard), and Esther. He was a life long member
of the Christian Union Church where he served
as deacon for 25 years. The funeral service was
held at the Christian Union with Rev. H. Melvin
Boose and Rev. Carl G. Stump officiating.
Interment was in Christian Union Cemetery.
Hill: Lydia Hill, 71, died Aug. 26, 1972, in the
Lady of Mercy Hospital, Toronto. She is survived by her husband, Fred. Also surviving are a
son, Neil; a daughter, Mrs. Jerry LaBlanc; four
grandchildren; two brothers and two sisters. She
was converted at an early age and was a member
of the Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was held at Keil's Funeral Home,
Stouffville, Ontario, with Rev. William Vanderbent and Rev. Alvin L. Wenger officiating.
Interment was in the Heise Hill Cemetery.
Hoffer: Rev. Allen H. Hoffer, 81, Lebanon,
Pa., died Sept. 6, 1972. He was the son of Allen
and Fannie Hershey Hoffer. He is survived by
his wife, Esther Wenger Hoffer; a son, Blain G.;
two daughters; Mrs. Almeda Ginder and Mrs.
Harry E. Dohner. He is also survived by two
grandchildren, one great-grandson, two
brothers, and a sister. He was a member of the
Manheim Church, Pa., and had served as pastor
of Bethel Chapel, Reinholds, and served in
evengelistic and tent meetings. The funeral
service was held in the Manheim Church with
Rev. Isaac C. Kanode and Rev. Allon B. Dourte
officiating. Interment was in the Mastersonville
Cemetery.
Lehman: J. Henry L e h m a n , 75,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., died Sept. 16, 1972 at the
Seidle Memorial Hospital, Mechanicsburg. He
is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mary E. Lehman;
two daughters, Mrs. Gerald Wenger and Mrs.
Morris Sherk. He is also survived by one
brother, three sisters, eight grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren. He was a member and
trustee of the Mechanicsburg Church. The
funeral service was held at the Mechanicsburg
Church with Rev. Rupert Turman and Rev.
Simon A. Lehman, Jr. officiating. Interment
was in Air Hill Cemetery.
Miller: Ida Miller, born Dec. 13, 1894, died
Sept. 9, 1972 in Everett, Pa. Her husband, Irvin,
preceded her in death. She is survived by seven
children, three brothers and two sisters. Six
children preceded her in death. The funeral
service was held in the Clear Creek Church with
Rev. Curtis E. Bryant officiating.
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Editorial
(GUEST)

Henry A. Ginder
Director of Evangelism
Evangelism is the communication of the
gospel of Jesus Christ through the mind and
heart of the person who is unenlightened and
unconverted in a manner effective in leading
him to personal faith in Christ.
The gospel is good news and as Dr. Myron
Augsberger says — We are commissioned to
giving the "good news" and we stoop to giving
"good advice."
Evangelism as now and always, must be
"proclamation" and "performance." It is
"being," "saying" and "doing." Evangelism
cannot be effective when there is a dichotomy
between proclaiming and performing. It is my
view that the priority emphasis is on proclamation.
The Rev. John R. Stott says, "Evangelism is
the whole gospel for the whole man to the whole
world by the whole church."
The Scripture speaks of the church as, a body,
a building and a bride. It may be said that
evangelism is the body functioning in reproduction. Every Christian ought to reproduce
himself in bringing others to faith in Christ. The
Navigators say it this way — "We need to
make disciple makers." I believe during these

great days the building is being built, the body
is being affected and the bride is being completed.
Of all the functions of the Christian Church
none comes nearer to the center of our assignment than does evangelism.
The fresh breeze of the Holy Spirit in the
church and across the world in the last half of
this decade, indicates that we must be anew
dependent upon the Holy Spirit. As always, so
now when the Holy Spirit moves there is
freshness and newness — so fresh and so new
that it is really hard on the "old wine skins."
In effective evangelism the Holy Spirit
prepared the prospect and the preacher, the
helped and the helper.
The evangelistic assignment of the church
was brought into the sharpest focus possible by
a simple statement made by the late Dr. Frank
Laubach enroute to the World Congress on
Evangelism in Berlin. I said to him, "Dr., what
are you doing now?" He said, "Well, I am
moving around our world trying to get people
to take the Jesus way instead of the hell way.
The hell way is the way we are doing it in Viet
Nam. The Jesus way is the way of peace and
compassion."
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